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For many of us the season of Advent is unfamiliar, intriguing, or nonexistent. We 
may have heard of an Advent wreath or calendar, but what does the word really 
mean and why should we celebrate it?  

The word advent comes from the Latin Adventus which simply means “coming” 
or “arrival.”  More speci!cally Advent refers to the celebration of Jesus Christ’s 
virgin birth. Followers of Jesus have celebrated this miraculous event for 
centuries during the season of Advent which begins on the fourth Sunday 
before Christmas day.
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Our culture paints the picture that Christmas should be a time !lled with 
shopping for the perfect gift, drinking eggnog at a holiday party under the 
mistletoe, mailing out Hallmark greeting cards, caroling with a light snow falling 
in the background, giving luxury cars as presents with huge bows tied on top, 
stuf!ng stockings to hang on the mantle, and cutting down the perfect tree to 
decorate with lights, ornaments, and garland next to the crackling !re roasting 
the chestnuts. These are great things but all too often they obscure us from the 
true focus of celebration. Instead, we are left to !ghting over which in-laws to 
visit, being disappointed because you didn’t get the toy you asked Santa for, 
and feeling empty and lonely.  

Our church stands in a long line of church history composed of followers of 
Jesus who have celebrated Advent since the 4th Century.  So in the midst of 
the hustle and bustle of the days leading to December 25th our church will be 
observing Advent in order to intentionally place our focus upon the implications 
of Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection.  

We look back and remember the longing that was experienced by the people of 
the Old Testament as they waited for the Savior that God had promised through 
the prophets. God became an infant by sending his Son, Jesus to the world to 
live the perfect life that we could not.  Throughout his life, Jesus experienced 
all the pains and joys that we do as he is able to sympathize with our needs. 
Ultimately Jesus came to redeem his people by dying on a cross, as our 
substitute, for our sin so that the wrath of God the Father would be satis!ed.  
Jesus was born, so that he might die, and one day he will return.  We also look 
forward and anticipate Jesus’ 2nd Advent where He will put an end to all pain, 
suffering, and death.  This is why we celebrate Advent.  
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This Advent booklet is compiled of !ve scenes that take you through the story 
of Jesus’ birth found in chapters 1 and 2 of the New Testament book of Luke.  
Each scene includes artwork, scripture, songs, prayers and questions.  Every 
Sunday, beginning on November 28th, engage a new scene and even return to 
it throughout the week.   Included is a CD to sing along with and prayers for 
both children and adults.  

This booklet will be most bene!cial if used within a community.  This could be 
a group of college students in a dorm room, a newly married couple in their 
apartment, single women living together in a house, men gathered at the pub, 
or parents with their children around the dinner table.  If you live alone, seek 
out a community to use this Advent booklet. Likewise if you have community, 
be mindful to invite someone without community to join with you. Be awakened 
by the art, dwell in the scriptures, sing the songs aloud, pray the prayers 
humbly, and think deeply about the questions as we celebrate the story of 
Jesus from the promise of his birth to the promise of his return.   
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! n those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be registered.   This was the first 
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.   And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town.   And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David,   to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
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!      n the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest 
  named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a 
wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.  And 
they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord.  But they had no child, 
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 

  Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was 
on duty,  according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen 
by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.   And the 
whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of 
incense.    And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on 
the right side of the altar of incense.   And Zechariah was troubled when 
he saw him, and fear fell upon him.   But the angel said to him, “Do not 
be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.   And 
you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth,   for 
he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong 
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's 
womb.    And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their 
God,    and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

   And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an 
old man, and my wife is advanced in years.”    And the angel answered 
him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to 
speak to you and to bring you this good news.   And behold, you will be 
silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, 
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their 
time.”    And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were 
wondering at his delay in the temple.    And when he came out, he was 
unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in 
the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute.
   And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.

   After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she 
kept herself hidden, saying,    “Thus the Lord has done for me in the 
days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.”
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The elderly couple, Zechariah and Elizabeth, were considered righteous 
by God. They were not perfect but they consistently obeyed God in all 
areas of their lives. However, despite their favor with God there was one 
thing missing. In a culture that placed great value on parenthood, 
Elizabeth lived with the shame, disappointment, and sorrow of not being 
able to give Zechariah a child. She was barren, and after many long 
years of unanswered prayer coupled with their advanced age, it seemed 
unlikely that Zechariah and Elizabeth would ever have children.  

As a priest, Zechariah was required to serve at the temple at different 
times throughout the year.  During these occasions, the casting of lots 
(rolling dice) would determine which priest would burn the incense 
offering in the temple. Zechariah received this honor, and though it may 
have appeared to be the result of random chance, in reality he entered 
the temple on that day by the sovereign design of God.   
    
Zechariah entered the temple and, to his fearful surprise, was met by 
the angel Gabriel. The angel told Zechariah that there was no need to 
fear for his prayers had been heard. Gabriel then delivered a startling 
message: Elizabeth would give birth to a son, a child named John. As if 
the news of a son coming from old and barren Elizabeth was not 
shocking enough, Gabriel also told Zechariah that his son would play a 
major role in the unfolding of God’s plan to bring redemption to his 
people. As the prophet Isaiah had spoken many years before, John would 
be the voice calling out from the wilderness to prepare the way of the 
Lord (Isaiah 40:3). 

Zechariah responded in a way that is familiar to us. He doubted the 
plans of the Lord, as we often do. He asked for a proof, some kind of 
sign. However, due to his unbelief, God temporarily withheld his ability 
to speak (probably not the type of sign he was hoping for). Outside the 
temple the people wondered what was causing the delay. In what must 
have appeared like a terrible game of charades, a mute Zechariah 
emerged from the temple. Unable to speak, he attempted to illustrate 
the message he had just been given. What hand gestures would you use 
to explain that an angel had told you that your barren wife was about to 
give you a son, preparing the way for a coming king? 

Zechariah’s son would later become known as John the Baptizer. John 
was unique.  He was a burly man dressed in a camel haired suit 
complete with a leather belt.  He was a true wilderness man and his 
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meal of choice was grasshoppers dipped in honey (Matthew 3:4).  
Despite his unusual appearance and appetite, Zechariah clearly explains 
his son’s purpose in Luke 1:67-79. John would prepare the way for 
Jesus’ ministry by calling the people to repent for their sins. He would 
baptize many, including Jesus himself (Mark 1:9). John lived out God’s 
special plan for his life, from an amazing birth to a radical ministry to an 
extreme death- having his head served on a platter for amusement at a 
birthday party (Mark 6:14-29).  

In spite of this gruesome ending, Jesus identified John as the promised 
messenger of Malachi 3:1. Further still, Jesus also proclaimed that John 
was the greatest of the prophets. A prophet was a person that God chose 
to speak for himself. God gave a message to the prophet and the prophet 
relayed it to the people. In the Old Testament, (first half of the Bible) 
God spoke to His people through prophets such as Moses, Isaiah, and 
Elijah. At the time of Zechariah, the people had not heard from a 
prophet in over 400 years. That changed with the birth of John the 
Baptizer.  He was not just another prophet. Instead, he served as the 
final connection – the missing link – between God’s promises in the Old 
Testament and their fulfillment in Jesus in the New Testament (second 
half of the Bible). John prepared the people for a coming era in history 
when God would give salvation not to a specific chosen nation, but to 
any who would repent, turn from sin and believe in Jesus. No longer 
would a building serve as God’s dwelling place. Instead, the Holy Spirit 
would now reside in a new temple, the hearts of those who believed. 
  
In the story of John the Baptizer, we see a beautiful tension. On the one 
hand, we must not overlook how the God of the universe answered the 
prayers of an ordinary childless couple. On the other hand, we must not 
miss the playing out of a much larger story. God gave a son in order to 
bring joy and healing to a distressed father and barren mother. However, 
the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth would prepare the nation for the long 
awaited Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29).  
 



Father, you hear our prayers just as you 
did those of Zechariah and Elizabeth. 
At times we wish you would answer 
differently but we acknowledge that you 
have a plan for our lives and that your 
ways are far better than ours even when 
we do not fully understand them. We 
ask for forgiveness when we doubt your 
ways and in these times, ask you to 
restore our trust in you as you did with 
Zechariah. Thank you for including us in 
your story. As John prepared people for 
the coming of your first Advent, we ask 
for boldness and guidance by your Spirit 
to prepare people for your Second 
Advent. We do not celebrate only to 
commemorate a day of birth but rather 
for the significance of this birth. You 
sent your Son in the form of an infant to 
dwell among us and become the ultimate 
high priest who would offer himself as 
the sacrifice for our sin and the healing 
of the world. May we live and rest in light 
of this good news.   

!"#$%&'()*+(

1. In verse 13 Gabriel tells Zechariah that he should not fear because 
    his prayers for a child have been heard and answered with the coming of 
    his son, John. How confident are you that God hears your prayers? Does 
    this bring fearful anxiety or peaceful content?

2. In his perfect timing, God answered Zechariah and Elizabeth’s prayers 
    for a son. Discuss how God’s better plans result in answering our prayers 
    with an immediate yes, an eventual yes, or even a no.

3. Can you relate to Zechariah in struggling at times to trust God’s plan 
    for your life?

4. Read and compare Exodus 29:38-45 and 30:1-10 with Hebrews 
    7:18-28. Discuss the implications of having Jesus as our high priest as 
    opposed to the high priests of the Old Testament.  

5. John the Baptizer was used to prepare the people for the first coming 
    of Jesus. Likewise local churches are to prepare people for the second 
    coming of Jesus. Discuss the similarities and differences in the mission 
    of both John the Baptizer and the local church in the first and 
    second Advent. 
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God, you care about us and hear us when 
we talk to you. Thank you for sending John 
the Baptist to tell all the people about Jesus 
and for the people who tell us about Jesus. 
Help us to trust that you know what is best 
for us and have a plan for our lives.

{ VERSE 1 }
The tender mercy of our God;
the faithful love He promised!

For our feet were walking in the dark;
 death's shadow was upon us.

But then a light from God on high 
filled every valley with the sunrise;

He saw our tears and He heard our cries!
Children, lift your eyes...

{ VERSE 2 }
In love, He cam to set us free;
left wealth and took on poverty!

For this humble child was heaven’s King,
the rightful Lord of everything.

The way was dim and the path was hard,
but our God reached down to us with mercy's arm

to carry our sorrows and to heal our scars!
Oh, let us thank the Lord!

{ REFRAIN }
Alleluia!  Alleluia!
Alleluia! Amen.

 
{ VERSE 3 }

So now let us praise the Lord of Love,
He was born to end our violence!

For Jesus came into a hostile world
He would die for us in silence.
With enemies on every side,

the perfect man came to give His life 
For our God would not let sin rule our lives...

{ REFRAIN }
Alleluia!  Alleluia!
Alleluia! Amen.
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             n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 
of Galilee named Nazareth,    to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 
   And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is 
with you!”   But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to 
discern what sort of greeting this might be.    And the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.    And
 behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus.   He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David,   and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 

   And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
   And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.    And behold, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the 
sixth month with her who was called barren.   For nothing will be 
impossible with God.”   And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of 
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed 
from her. 
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Meet Mary: a confused, fearful, nervous, (yet ultimately faithful) young 
girl who has just been greeted by the angel Gabriel, the same angel that 
met Zechariah in the temple. Mary is an ordinary young girl, likely only 
13 or 14 years old. She is the cousin of old barren Elizabeth and 
engaged to Joseph the carpenter, a descendant in the family tree of King 
David. This encounter with the angel Gabriel will not only affect Mary’s 
life forever, but the entire path of human history as well.

The appearance of Gabriel inspires fear and confusion in both Zechariah 
and Mary. The angel greets Mary as the favored one of God, proclaims 
the Lord’s presence in her life, and comforts her fears by reiterating that 
God, in his grace, has chosen her to play a special role in his plan.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
After his introductory words, Gabriel wastes no time in getting right to 
the point of his visit.  He tells Mary she is going to conceive and give 
birth to a son. Gabriel even goes so far as to tell her that she will name 
the child Jesus. The angel continues to explain the significance of 
Mary’s future son by telling her that she will give birth to the very Son 
of God, the descendant promised to King David. Today, proud parents 
like to slap bumper stickers on the back of their minivans in order to 
boast of their child’s honor roll achievements. Mary’s bumper sticker 
would have simply read: “My child is the Son of God.” 

At this news, Mary raises the question, “How can this be possible since 
I am still a virgin?” Mary does not doubt Gabriel, as Zechariah did, but 
is simply puzzled by the implausibility of the angel’s statements. Gabriel 
explains to Mary that she will conceive by an act of the Holy Spirit and 
that she will give birth to the Son of God. Although Mary does not ask 
for a sign, she is given one when Gabriel tells her of barren Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy. This reassures her that nothing is impossible with God and 
reminds us that the God who is above and beyond the laws of nature can 
do what we consider to be impossible. 

With this answer, Mary responds in faithful obedience as she proclaims 
her service to the Lord. She may not fully understand all that Gabriel 
has told her, but her faith is such that she is able to say “let the will of 
the Lord be done in my life.” With this, Gabriel completes his mission 
and departs from the scene. It is important for us to see three key 
themes here. First of all, we see God using ordinary people to 
accomplish his purposes on earth. Joseph was a carpenter, swinging a 
hammer to build furniture. And Mary was just a young teenager. 
Zechariah and Elizabeth were a couple looked down upon by society 
because of their infertility. God could have used powerful kings and 

queens to bring his son to earth but instead, in his wisdom, he chose 
normal everyday people with no elite worldly status. This demonstrates 
that God cares for all people, even those who are marginalized by 
society. God chooses to use us based not on our achievements or earthly 
statuses but on the basis of his free grace. 

Secondly, we can learn much by contrasting the responses of Mary and 
Zechariah to the angel Gabriel. On the surface it may seem that 
Zechariah and Mary ask the same question: “How?” But with a closer 
look we see that there is a great distinction between the hearts behind 
each question. In his unbelief, Zechariah was fishing for a sign. He 
basically said, “Prove it, and I will believe you, Gabriel.” He was asking, 
“How?” in an unbelieving way. When Mary asked “How?,” she did so in 
a believing way.   Mary’s parents had given her “the talk” about the 
birds and the bees. She understood simple biology and knew that for a 
woman to become pregnant a man would have to be involved. Since 
Mary was a virgin and had not yet been with a man, she was puzzled 
and innocently sought to understand how this great miracle would take 
place. We see in verse 35 that Gabriel honored this request, as he 
explained to Mary that she would conceive by the Holy Spirit. For us, 
when life is confusing and we do not understand, we can either respond 
in unbelief as Zechariah did or we can respond with faithful obedience 
like Mary. 

Lastly, we must not miss the significance of Mary’s son. In the Old 
Testament, God promised King David that a descendant of his would 
come as a King and would rule his kingdom forever (2 Samuel 7:13-14, 
1 Chronicles 17:11-14). This King is Jesus, the promised Messiah. 
God is often referred to as the Most High, signifying his ultimate 
authority. When Luke calls Jesus the Son of the Most High or the Son 
of God, he is highlighting this father-son relationship and preparing the 
people for the authority that Jesus will possess. As the conception of 
Mary’s child was anything but normal, so too would be the mission of 
her son. Mary’s little boy would grow up to be the man of sorrows, 
crushed by his Father on the cross in the place of condemned sinners, 
as prophesied in Isaiah 53. Jesus would conquer death by rising from 
the grave and ruling as our King forevermore.

While we are not to worship Mary, we must certainly learn from her and 
imitate her faith. She is presented with a difficult circumstance. In the 
back of her mind she must have been thinking about the consequences 
of this news from Gabriel. She would experience public shame. Joseph 
would probably leave her. Death was even an option as adulterers could 
be stoned.   There was risk in trusting God, but Mary proved faithful in 
this uncertain circumstance.    
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God, we are young just like Jesus’ mom. 
We know that you have plans for us even 
when we are small. You used Gabriel to 
help Mary understand, and you use people 
in our lives to help us understand things. 
Help us to learn from Mary how to trust 
and obey you even when life is confusing.
Thank you for Jesus who was born a baby 
like me, and grew up to die for my sins.  

1. Discuss the similarities and differences between the encounters 
    Gabriel had with Zechariah and Mary. 

2. Do you believe God has a plan to use you to accomplish his purposes, 
    regardless of your earthly status? Why or why not? 

3. Read the account of Joseph in Matthew 1:18-25 and discuss his 
    faithfulness to both God and Mary. 

4. Why is God able to act in such a way that is not bound by the natural 
    laws of conception?

5. When life brings difficult circumstances, what can you proactively do 
    to be able to say with Mary, “Behold, I am a servant of the Lord; let it 
    be to me according to your word”? 

Father, there are things in the Bible, 
such as the visitation of angels and 
the birth of Jesus, that are beyond 
human logic. You began Jesus’ life 
on earth with the miracle of the virgin 
birth and you ended his time on earth 
with the miracle of his resurrection. 
Forgive us when we doubt like 
Zechariah, based upon our limited 
understanding. The Bible is your 
word to us, written by chosen men 
who were guided by the Holy Spirit. 
We can trust your word because we 
can trust you. Although we may 
never understand miracles, help us 
to see their importance. Father, 
constantly remind us that you are 
Creator and we are creation and 
that you are above and beyond the 
laws of nature. When we are 
perplexed by your ways, give us the 
grace to seek understanding while 
submitting to your will as did Mary.  
Even more, please help us to follow 
Jesus who faithfully and obediently 
took our shame, alienation, and 
judgment upon Himself at the Cross.  

{ VERSE 1 }
My mind will glorify the Lord,

for He has done great things for us;
I will rejoice in Him alone,

for He has come to live with us!

{ PRECHORUS }
Jesus, we come to you

   for You are the only true
God from God

Light from Light
of one essence
the purest life...

{ CHORUS }
Now we will praise you, God our Maker
You come to live with the humble soul

We glorify You, God our Savior
You cast the proud down from their thrones

{ VERSE 2 }
Come, see the beauty of the Lord

His strength, His love, His kindness
The virgin girl conceives a son

Emmanuel, God with us!

{ BRIDGE }
For no eye has seen, no ear has heard

the things our God has prepared for us.
We turn our eyes to Christ on high;

He will return to rescue us!
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          nd in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night.    And an angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with fear.    And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.    For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.    And this will 
be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 
in a manger.”    And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 
 
       “Glory to God in the highest,and on earth peace 
               among those with whom he is pleased!”
 
   When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”   And they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.    And when they 
saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child.    And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.    
   But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.    And 
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

   And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
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Once again we have an angel of the Lord delivering an announcement 
concerning the birth of Jesus.  Here we find a group of shepherds 
working the graveyard shift to protect their sheep from wild animals and 
thieves. Upon the angel’s appearance the shepherds are struck with 
fear, just like Zechariah and Mary. The angel delivers the good news 
that Jesus, the one who has come to rescue and rule as Lord, has been 
born. This is not just a general birth announcement that you might find 
in your local newspaper, but rather a personalized message giving 
detailed information to a specific audience whose lives will be changed 
as a result.  

Zechariah and Mary were given signs to legitimize the angelic messages: 
he was made mute and she was told of barren Elizabeth’s pregnancy. 
Here the shepherds are also offered a sign, but unlike the previous two 
they must go in search of it. The angel tells them that in the town of 
Bethlehem they are to find a feeding trough holding a baby wrapped 
tightly in blankets. The wooden trough itself was not the complete sign 
but more like a signpost to the identity and mission of the babe that it 
held.  

Suddenly, a large entourage of angels gives praise to God. They proclaim 
the glory of God who gives peace to those who trust and fear him. 
Immediately after the departure of the angelic choir, the shepherds 
decide to go and find the baby-filled manger. Like proud grandparents 
rushing to the hospital to see their grandchild for the first time, the 
shepherds set out on a fast-paced trek for Bethlehem.  

Upon their arrival, they present the information given to them regarding 
Jesus to all who are gathered there. This news—that the child lying 
before them will be a Savior— is met with mixed reviews. The people 
gathered are overcome with confusion, and do not fully understand the 
message. Mary though she may not have fully understood the significance 
of her son, has a favorable response as she thoughtfully considers the 
shepherds news within her heart. 

With their message delivered and sign fulfilled, the shepherds give 
glory to God as they praise him on the return trip home. In accordance 
with Jewish law, Mary and Joseph take their son to be circumcised and 
officially give him the name Jesus, as Gabriel had told them to do prior 
to conception. 

With the story of the shepherds, we continue to see the theme of God 
using ordinary everyday people for his purposes. One might expect the
birth announcement to be given first to the rich, powerful, and famous  

of the day, but instead it was given to the lowly shepherds out in a field. 
We continue to see that God willfully chooses whoever he so desires to 
carry out his plan for the world.  This choosing is based not upon merit 
or worldly status but only through God’s good grace.  

The shepherds can teach us about two things that are essential to the
 Christian life: evangelism and worship. Once the shepherds found 
Jesus in the manger, they spoke to all who would listen about what the 
angel had told them (v. 17). They made known to the people the 
message given by the angel of the Lord concerning Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. Speaking to people about Jesus and what he has done is 
evangelism. Paul gives a great example of this in 1 Corinthians: 

   “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, 
 which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being
 saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 
 believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 
 also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
 Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
 in accordance with the Scriptures…”             1 Corinthians 15:1-4

Since they lived before Jesus was crucified, the shepherds did not fully 
understand what the angel meant by calling Jesus a Savior, yet they still 
spread this message. How much more should we, those living on this 
side of the cross, be eager to share the gospel with those who are not 
saved by this Savior? And yet, all too often we become introverted 
Christians who we keep our faith in Christ to ourselves and never share 
it with anyone. This is tragic. We possess the truth of the Gospel – that 
Christ died to save sinners – but so often we fall silent.

We also see the shepherds worshipping and praising God for the message 
he had given them and what he had shown them (v. 20). These shepherds 
were expecting that night to be just another night on the job, but instead 
they were sent to visit the newborn baby who is Christ the Lord. For those 
of us who profess to be Christians, we too should glorify and praise God. 
For in his sovereignty he sent us on a journey to meet Jesus, the one who 
came to redeem lost sinners.  This is cause for worship and praise to God 
the Father who has adopted us as his children (Galatians 4:4-5). 

The shepherds sought for the manger full of child; little did they know 
they were seeking after one of their own. Jesus eventually refers to 
himself as the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep (John 
10:14). He is also known as the Shepherd who has welcomed back those 
sheep who have strayed (1 Peter 2:25) and the chief Shepherd who will 
one day return and will reward those who faithfully shepherd and care for 
others (1 Peter 5:4) . 
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1. What does it mean to do “the work of an evangelist” found in 
    2 Timothy 4:1-5? 

2. What obstacles keep you from sharing your trust in Jesus with others 
    who do not believe as you do?

3. Discuss the differences in our role and the role of God in evangelism 
    (God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility). 

4. Discuss the objectives of a vocational shepherd found in this passage 
    and how that relates to Jesus being our shepherd.

5. God has given us men to oversee local churches and take on the role 
    of a shepherd. Read 1 Peter 5:1-5 and take a moment to pray for our 
    lead pastor and the elders that serve with him.

Father we thank you that your gifts and 
interaction with us are not based upon our 
popularity or economic status. Since you 
chose to give the birth announcement of 
your Son to the lowly shepherds we see 
that this great joy is for all people. We 
have no need to fear anything in this life, 
not even death for Jesus conquered death, 
now offering eternal life. We have the gift 
of the Holy Spirit dwelling within us. By 
his power, may he help us to be faithful 
like the shepherds in telling others about 
you and giving you the glory that you 
deserve. King Jesus is our ultimate 
Shepherd who laid down his life for us, 
his sheep. In his death and resurrection 
we are ultimately protected from the wild 
animals and thieves that lurk in this world. 
This is cause for great joy, and so we sing 
with the angels “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom 
he is pleased!”   

{ VERSE 1 }
Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!

Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled"

Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies

With the angelic host proclaim:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"

{ VERSE 2 }
Christ by highest heav'n adored

Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of the Virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see

Hail the incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell

Jesus, our Emmanuel
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"

{ VERSE 3 }
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!

Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings
Ris'n with healing in His wings

Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"

4)(5&%6+&4+()$"&!/7+$3&80/7

God, thank you for the story of the 
shepherds, that you sent an angel to tell 
them about Jesus. When we look at a 
nativity scene or pictures of baby Jesus, 
help us to remember that there is so much 
more to the story than just a baby being 
born. Jesus grew up obeying his mom and 
dad and never sinned. We know that we 
won’t obey you perfectly, like Jesus did. 
We know that disobedience needs 
punishment. So, Jesus was punished so 
that we could be forgiven. Now, we know 
that we have nothing to be scared of 
because Jesus came back from the dead 
and we can live forever with him in heaven 
if we trust and obey him. God, you have 
made Jesus our shepherd so help us to 
follow him as little sheep. 



    ow there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 
and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.   And it had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord's Christ.    And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to 
the custom of the Law,   he took him up in his arms and blessed God 
and said, 
 

            “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
         according to your word;

                     for my eyes have seen your salvation
              that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

           a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
         and for glory to your people Israel.”

 
   And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 
him.    And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 
and for a sign that is opposed    (and a sword will pierce through your 
own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
 
   And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband 
seven years from when she was a virgin,    and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with 
fasting and prayer night and day.    And coming up at that very hour she 
began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting 
for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
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The scene is set. Mary and Joseph, along with their new son Jesus, 
have made the long journey from Bethlehem to Jerusalem. They are 
going to the temple to participate in two ceremonies that are required 
by Hebrew law. The first is a purification process required for mothers 
who have just given birth (Leviticus 12:1-4). This calls for a lamb for 
a burnt offering and a turtledove or pigeon for a sin offering. If one 
cannot afford a lamb, two turtledoves or pigeons are permissible 
(Leviticus 12:6-8); Mary and Joseph fall into this tax bracket. 
Secondly, a dedication of the first born is required (Exodus 13:2). 
This would have been similar to baby or family dedications, where 
parents commit to raise their children in the gospel and the church 
commits to provide support in this mission. 

When Mary and Joseph enter the temple they bump into Simeon, a 
devout believer in God, who was considered righteous like Zechariah. 
Simeon longed for the day when God would comfort and rescue his 
people. By the Holy Spirit, God revealed to Simeon that he would not 
die without seeing the promised messiah, and on this day God led him 
into the temple. Upon running into the new parents, Simeon takes 
Jesus into his arms and proclaims that God had kept his promise. Now, 
because he has seen Jesus who is salvation, Simeon can die in peace. 
In what might have looked like the opening scene from the Lion King 
where Rafiki lifts Simba into the air for all to see, Simeon proclaims 
that this anticipated salvation is for all people. He highlights that 
Gentiles will now be able to participate in this salvation, while Israel 
will always hold a special place in God’s heart. Paul later agrees with 
Simeon’s claim about Israel in Romans 9:1-5. 

As the parents sit in amazement over the words spoken about their son, 
Simeon goes on to bless them and then brings a less than encouraging 
word to Mary. He speaks of a divided nation where not all will respond 
positively to her son. Simeon continues to make Mary feel like “Mom 
of the Year” by saying the life of her son will feel like a sword being 
stabbed into her soul. This sword could refer to the sorrow that is to 
occur with Jesus’ gruesome death on the cross or to the pain that Mary 
will experience because of the division that Jesus’ ministry will cause.  

Next on the scene is the old widowed prophetess named Anna. As a 
prophetess she relayed messages from God to the people. Anna’s great 
devotion is seen by her constant pursuit of God in the temple day by 
day. While Jesus is still in the temple, Anna gives thanks to God. She 

then announces Jesus’ arrival to the temple. This was what everyone 
had been expecting for so long. The wait for redemption was now over.     
In the accounts of both Simeon and Anna there is a long-suffering wait. 
The anticipation has been building for so long, and it has finally reached 
its climax as Jesus enters the temple. Simeon has been waiting for the 
consolation of Israel. Now he can die in peace as God kept his promise 
that Simeon would see salvation come. Simeon declares the great news 
that salvation has come for all people but also has to deliver the tragic 
reality that not all will believe. In the same light, there were many 
people waiting for the same redemption that Anna addresses. She tells 
them that the wait is over. No longer do God’s people have to live in 
anticipation. Redemption, rest, and glory have come. 

Today we find ourselves in a very similar situation to Simeon and Anna. 
We are waiting. As they awaited the initial coming of Jesus to bring 
redemption, we await the return of Jesus to complete this redemption.

1
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1. It is clear that the Holy Spirit is very active in Simeon’s life: “the 
    Holy Spirit was upon him (v. 25)” “revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
    (v. 26)” “came in the Spirit (v. 27).” Discuss the ways in which the 
    Holy Spirit works in the lives of those who believe and place their trust 
    in Jesus.
  
2. In the Old Testament God’s chosen people was the nation of Israel. 
    With the coming of Jesus, God has now provided a way for Gentiles to 
    be a part of his family. According to Romans 9, how are Gentiles made 
    part of the family? 

3. Simeon waited on the consolation of Israel and Anna spoke to 
    those waiting for redemption. Using them as an example and according 
    to Titus 2:11-14, how are we to live as we wait and long for the Second 
    Advent? 
 

{ VERSE 1 }
The world was waiting

for You had promised Your
comforting presence

oh God, You swore to us
Your word it gave us hope

 we believed with faith
There was a gracious plan

and light shone from Your face

{ VERSE 2 }
But we were surrounded
discouraged everywhere
where was Your favor?

Oh God, we cast our cares
Death had the final word
Our sins had wounded us
with no hope in this world
We looked to God above

{ REFRAIN }
Oh Lord, how long?
Oh Lord, how long?

{ VERSE 3 }
We were expecting, waiting

the Kingdom soon would come
Oh God restore your favor

We wait for You alone!
Then the promised child was born

and you led us to His place
Jesus, our salvation;

Your light shines in His face

{ REFRAIN }
Your light shines in His face

And all the world will see
The glory of our God

His grace and majesty

40.+-/53&4-/6

Father, as your children, you have given 
the gift of the Holy Spirit to dwell within 
us. Use your Spirit to convict us of our 
many sins, to provide assurance of our 
salvation, and to empower us to do your 
work. Help us to fight the battle against 
sin so that we may not limit the work of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives. We are 
thankful that with the birth of your Son 
you have provided a way for Gentiles to 
be welcomed into your family. This is 
not by human will or exertion but upon 
your mercy. Simeon proclaimed that you 
have prepared salvation for all peoples. 
Break any prejudices we may have and 
transform our hearts to love and care for 
all people as you do. As Simeon, Anna, 
and the people of their day awaited the 
arrival of the promised Messiah, we in 
our day await the promised return.  

God, you are a father who gives good 
gifts. Thank you for giving us the Holy 
Spirit when we trust in you. Help us to 
understand what the Holy Spirit does in 
our life. Because of Jesus you have 
given us a way to be a part of your 
family. During the fun of Christmas help 
us to remember Jesus and to love our 
friends. May we tell them about, Jesus 
who will come back one day. 



    n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.   He was in the beginning with God.  All things 
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made.   In him was life, and the life was the light of men.   The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

   The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
   He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him.   He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him.   But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God,    who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

   And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  John bore witness about him, and cried out, 
 
 “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
   ranks before me, because he was before me.’” 

  And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.   For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.    No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's 
side, he has made him known.  
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Genesis 1:1 tells us that in the beginning, God was actively creating. This was the beginning 
of the universe, the absolute starting point for all things. John wants us to recall this when 
he uses the same phrase –“in the beginning”—to commence his gospel. John proceeds 
to make three bold statements about this subject: “the Word.” We read that “the Word” was 
in the beginning, it was with God, and it was God. But what does John mean by “the 
Word?” This “Word” comes from the Greek (the original language of the New Testament) 
word Logos. It is important for us to understand Logos not merely as a unit of language 
created by a few letters but rather a self-revealing expression or speech of a divine nature.  

In verse 14 John reveals to us that the Word he is referring to is non-other than Jesus, the 
son of Mary and Joseph. God the Father had chosen to reveal himself by taking on the 
!esh of a human through the birth of his Son Jesus. With this revelation, the three bold 
statements about the Word found in verse 1 have major implications. First, we 
understand this to mean that Jesus was already present at the absolute beginning of the
 universe.  Next, Jesus did not only exist at the same time as God but “with God,” indicating 
a personal relationship between the two.   Finally, John plainly states that Jesus is ultimately 
God. To help us understand this perplexing truth, theologians have given us the doctrine 
(something that is taught) of the Trinity. This doctrine states that there is only one God, 
forever existing in three Persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Each member is 
fully God, equally God, and forever God. There are not three gods, but three Persons 
existing as one God. Each Person possesses an eternal and distinct personal expression. 
Each Person equally possesses the identical divine nature. Again, we say that there is one 
God forever existing in three Persons.    There have been many illustrations that have 
helped to describe this truth, but ultimately all simpli"cations and analogies break down 
since God, in his wisdom, has put the mystery of the Trinity beyond full human 
comprehension (Deuteronomy 29:29).  Therefore, we must remember that while it is 
beyond our ability as created beings to fully understand, it is not beyond God’s ability as 
Creator to accomplish it. 

John continues to tell us that nothing was made without Jesus being involved 
(Colossians 1:15-18, Hebrews 1:1-2).  Furthermore, in the midst of darkness, he is a burning 
light that cannot be overcome (Isaiah 9:2). Once again, a reference is made to John the 
Baptizer, con"rming that he was not the light but came to announce the coming of the 
light that is Jesus.

In verses 9-12, John tells us that Jesus was rejected by his own people, the Jews (John 
12:37-40). Yet, the right to become children of God is available to those who receive him 
by trusting through belief. In verse 13, we see that this adoption as God’s children is not 
based upon a certain DNA, an impressive performance, our best e#orts, or even our 
natural will. Rather, the right to be a child of God comes by God’s desire to seek and save 
a people by supernatural grace, sovereign wisdom, and through the work of Jesus on the 
Cross (Romans 9:6-33, Ephesians 2:1-10). 

In verse 14, the term Logos (“the Word”) is used once again. Here John tells us that the 
Word became !esh and dwelt among us. God became an infant named Jesus.  Though, 
Jesus had always existed from the very beginning with God, as God, He now clothed 
Himself with human !esh in order to walk among mankind. This, the climax of the 
Christmas Story, is known as the Incarnation (literally meaning “in the !esh”), where God 
assumed human form in the person of Jesus. 

It is important for us to understand that Jesus was both fully man and fully God. J.I. 
Packer is helpful in this regard as he writes: “God became man; the divine son became a 

Jew; the almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, unable to do more than 
lie and stare and wriggle and make noises, needing to be fed and changed and taught 
to talk like any other child. And there was no illusion or deception in this: the babyhood 
of the Son of God was a reality. The more you think about it, the more staggering it gets. 
Nothing in "ction is so fantastic as is this truth of the Incarnation.”     Of Jesus being fully 
God, he goes on to write, “The word had become !esh; a real human baby. He had not 
ceased to be God; he was no less God then than before; but he had begun to be man. He 
was not now God minus some elements of his deity, but God plus all that he had made his 
own by taking manhood to himself.”    While fully possessing his divinity, God revealed 
himself to us by entering the world in a new way, descending to our level of humanity in 
the form of Jesus on that "rst Christmas night.   

During this season of Advent, each scene that we covered in the book of Luke provided us 
with an encounter between man and, in some form, the glory of God. Each person had a 
response to these ordained events. Zechariah responded with doubt but later believed. 
Mary responded with obedient faith, but nevertheless, had questions. The shepherds 
responded with evangelism and worship. Simeon and Anna responded with praise and 
prophecy. So, the question turns to us on this day in which we celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ; what will be our response? 

How should we respond to this good news, the gospel, the reality that God became a man, 
took on human !esh through a virgin birth, lived the perfect life that we could not live, 
died in our place for our sin, and then triumphantly rose from the grave to conquer death?  
All this was done so that we may be forgiven and adopted by the Father. If you have 
never repented of your sin (turned towards God, away from sin) and trusted in this gospel 
that is found in Jesus, then think deeply about these things. Ask questions of yourself, of 
other followers of Jesus, or of those who are in your community. If the story of Jesus is 
true, then what implications does that have for your life? Where do you stand in 
relationship to God, your creator?

A response should also be given if God has saved you by grace, through your faith in the 
work of Jesus to pay the penalty for your sin. Today is a day of celebration; we should be 
full of joy as we remember the Incarnation. Respond with worship and prayers of 
thanksgiving for the day that God became man in order to ful"ll his mission on earth. This 
adoration should produce within you a desire to share your faith with others so that they 
too may be freed from the bondage of sin in order to experience the good life that is 
o#ered in Christ Jesus. 

After Jesus’ resurrection, he met with his disciples and told them that as his Father had 
sent him, now he was sending them (John 20:21). Today we continue this work that was 
given to the disciples. Just as God became incarnate by taking on !esh to dwell among 
us, we are now sent by God to incarnate into our culture, our world, in order to dwell 
among lost and hurting people who are in need of the gospel in their lives.  

Another year has passed, and we "nd ourselves at Christmas Day once again. You may 
"nd yourself "lled with joy and contentment as you have waited all year for this day to 
come. Or, you may be overwhelmed and exhausted from shopping, wrapping gifts, and 
planning dinner parties in an attempt to obtain the “perfect Christmas.” You may "nd 
yourself lonely as you do not have anyone with whom to share this season.  Perhaps past 
Christmases "lled with joy are now long gone. Although many of us wait in anticipation 
all year, the day quickly fades, the “perfect Christmas” is never really obtained, and the 
holidays can even be a very lonely time. The picture perfect Christmas that Norman 
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{ VERSE 1 }
O Word of God, Lord of life

Your glory wrapped in shining light
O Word with God, the darkness hides
For grace and truth with You abide

{ CHORUS }
For there are none like You, eternal God

You are light shining through, now in our eyes
And we pray that in You, we will abide
For there are none like You who satisfy

{ VERSE 2 }
O Word that is, God with us
You unveil the Father to us
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son

From Your fullness You pour out love

{ BRIDGE }
Fill our hearts, oh God, and be glorified!

Let Your life shine, and shine in us

Fill our hearts, oh God, and be glorified!
Let Your life shine, and shine in us

4&5&6-("&-7&8-"

1. Read John 1:1-4, 14 aloud, but replace “the Word” with “Jesus” as you read.

2. In light of Deuteronomy 29:29, can we trust in the reality of mysteries such 
    as the Incarnation and the Trinity?

3. What was the ultimate purpose for God coming to the earth in the form of an 
    infant in a manger?

4. Read Philippians 3:17-21.  Do we live in accordance with this passage in 
    our love for those who do not trust Jesus and in our hope that we place in 
    earthly things?

5. Do you long for the second advent of Jesus?  Why or why not?

Father, you are God. Jesus, you are God.
Holy Spirit, you are God. God, you are one;
one God in three persons. Our life is 
foundin Jesus, the light of the World. 
Father, forgive us when we look for life 
in the darkness of this world. Expose our 
sin byyour light. Thank you for taking on 
humanflesh as you became an infant with 
a mission.Your mission, from birth to 
death, has savedus from the darkness of 
our wicked souls.Help us to see that the 
story we celebratetoday is that story from 
which all stories come. 

God, you are one God existing in 
three persons: the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Help us to follow
your light through the darkness of
this world. As we grow older we know
that our little story is a part of your
big story. Thank you for sending 
Jesus to rescue us from our sin.

Rockwell has painted for us is never fully obtained.   

The good news is that no matter our situation at this time of year, there is hope. This hope is found 
only in Jesus (Titus 2:11-13). Today, we look back and remember the longing that was experienced 
by the people of the Old Testament as they waited for the Savior that God had promised through 
the prophets. This Savior has come. God became an infant by sending his Son, Jesus, to the world 
to live the perfect life that we could not.  From his birth to death, Jesus experienced all the pains 
and joys that we do, and he is able to sympathize with our needs. Ultimately, Jesus came to redeem 
his people by dying on a cross, as our substitute, for our sin, so that the wrath of God the Father 

Second Advent (John 14:3, 1 Thessalonians 4:16). When he returns he will bring an end to all pain, 
su!ering, and death. At the Second Advent the joy of Christmas Day will not quickly fade. We will 
not long for the perfect holiday, for Jesus himself is perfect; we will no longer experience loneliness, 
for we will be with our Father.  

Until this day comes we wait in anticipation and proclaim with the Apostle John from Revelation 
20: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”
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     of Christmas (Christian Focus Publications, 1992), p. 83.
2  Ibid., p. 76.
3  Ibid., p. 97.
4  Darrell L. Bock, Luke Volume 1: 1:1-9:50, Baker Exegetical 
    Commentary on the New Testament (Baker Academic , 1994), 
    pp. 126-127.

Scene Three
1  Tom Wright, Luke for Everyone (Society for Promoting Christian 
     Knowledge and Westminster John Knox Press, 2004), p. 22.
2  Randy Alcorn, “A Second Glance at the Shepherds,” in Come, 
    Thou long Expected Jesus: Experiencing the Peace and Promise of 
    Christmas, ed. Nancy Guthrie (Crossway Books, 2008), pp. 88-89.

Scene Four
1  Darrell L. Bock, Luke Volume 1: 1:1-9:50, Baker Exegetical 
    Commentary on the New Testament (Baker Academic , 1994), 
    pp. 247-248.

Scene Five
1  D.A. Carson, The Gospel According to John (Apollos and Eerdmans, 
    1991), pp. 115-116.
2  Bruce Ware, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: Relationships, Roles, and 
    Relevance (Crossway Books, 2005), p. 69.
3  J.I. Packer, Knowing God (Inter Varsity Press, 1973), p. 53.
4  Ibid., p. 57.
5  St. Athanasius, On the Incarnation (St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 
    1996), p. 33.

Closing
1  Sally Lloyd-Jones, The Jesus Storybook Bible: Every Story Whispers His 
    Name (Zondervan, 2007), p. 17. 

!"#$%

!"#$$%&'()&$%&$*'+),,'-"#../
0)&1,*'-234'5%46,
7443,$"2$#)&,*'8.%4'0$%6%&
9"2:;#<'=%,#1&*'8>>/'-"#../
()&$%&$'?.#$)"*'-")$#6'8.;#@2"#'
():/'?.#$)"*'A%<@/'92"<#2
-"#&$#&1*'B%.'A2">),2'CD#&3$%62&'-"%,,E

-")F%<$'D2&21%"*'G23"2'-"#../

H:21%,',$2#&%.'I#$;'JK'()LL%%':")M#.%.'>/'A%&'0<;%442<@N


